[Fluidity of hepatic microsomal membrane and its relation with aging].
The effect of aging on hepatic microsomal membrane phospholipid composition was studied composition was studied in both young (2 months) and mature (6 months) Wistar rats. When total microsomal phospholipid content was analysed the aged group showed a significant increment (73%). Microsomal phospholipid pattern also showed a different behavior between both groups, with a significative increase in phosphatidylcholine (62%), phosphatidylserine (124%), phosphatidylinositol (31%) and sphingomyelin (10%) and appearance of phosphatidylethanolamine and phosphatidylglycerol in the six-month group. A higher microsomal membrane fluidity in the aged animals was revealed by the increase in PC/EM index (47%). This increment jin fluidity during aging process may reflect an adaptative response resulting in changes on the enzyme activities responsible for drug and carcinogen metabolism.